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No PSALM Ixxiii. 24. 
Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and 


afterward receive me to glory. 


HESE words are the language and 


triumph of the Pſalmiſt's faith, after he 


had newly recover'd from a powerful 


and dangerous temptation, occaſion d by the 


preſent unequal diſpenſation of God's provi- 


dence towards the righteous and the wicked. 


This had almoſt overſet him; it tempted him 


to call in queſtion the perfections of God, as 


governour of the world, and the advantage of 
real religion: But by going into the ſanctuary 
of God, and conſidering the account that is 


there given of the different ends of good and 
bad men, ſometimes in this world, and always 


in the next, he got the victory over the tempta- 
tion. He ſeverely upbraids, reproaches, and 
condemns himſelf for his former ignorant and 
brutiſh apprehenſions ; humbly acknowledges 


that there was no ground or occafion for them; 


for all the time in which he thought he had 


been forſaken and abandon'd by God, he found 


himſelf the obje& of his watchful care and pro- 


vidence. He was continually with him, and 


upheld by his right hand. Upon this he breaks 


forth in holy triumph, Thou ſhalt guid? me with 


thy counſel, &c. 
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Lou know the awful and afflictive providence 
that has led my thoughts to theſe words. I of 


hope they will not be an unſuitable ſubject for gui. 


your preſent meditation; for many of you can- 
not but be ſenſible they were frequently in the yon 


thoughts of your exce/lent paſtor. He ſeemed WI 

to take peculiar delight in ſinging this and the hin 

two following verſes oftener than any other part tai; 
of the book of Pſalms. No doubt but he had ref 

had comfortable experience of God's paſt con- dui 

duct, and depended on his future, and lived, tu 
and rejoiced in the hope and proſpet of the an 

accompliſhment of the latter part of the words, ex. 

v1S. his receiving him to glory. What un- m 
ſpeakable pleaſure and ſatisfaction muſt they to 

afford to a pious ſoul, that can ſing them with ſo 

an appropriating faith ? [$6208 de 
am very apprehenſive of the weakneſs of be 

my own temper, and feel ſuch a preſſure upon W 
my ſpirit, that 1 ſhall not attempt his character a] 

till the cloſe of this diſcourſe. 155 1 

The words contain the privilege and happineſs a 

of real ſaints in life, and at death. Whilſt they live, n 

God will guide them with his counſel, and when f 

they come to the end of their courſe, he will re- _ p 

cerve them to glory. They may be conſidered | 

either as an expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt's confi- 1 

dence in God's word and promiſe, or of his 

own deſire and choice. As God has undertaken 5 
to be the guide of his people, to be their ſun 

| 


miſed. We may as ſafely depend on the pro- 
miſed bleſling, as if the promiſe was actually 


and ſhield here, and their exceeding great re- C 
ward hercafter; ſo he is faithful who hath pro- 


accompliſhed. They 


6 


They may be conſidered alſo as a declaration 
of his choice and acceptance of God, as his 


guide; for the covenant between God cud his 


people is mutual: He promiſes, I Vill guide 


. you, and they thankfully reply, Thou ſhalt. 


Whatever hard and unbecoming thoughts of 
him and his providence they may have enter- 


| tain'd in an hour of temptation, upon ſerious 
reflection they heartily approve of his paſt con- 


duct, and willingly reſign themſelves to his fu- 


ture Some by counſel underſtand his precepr, 
and others his decree, which is made known and 
executed in the way of his providence. Good 


men are willingto be guided by God with reſpect 
to both; as they chearfully obey his preceptive, 


ſo they ſubmit to and acquieſce in his provi- 


dential will, whatever it has been, is, or ſhall 


be. The proſpect of the glorious end towards 


which he is guiding them, reconciles them to 
all the difficulties of the way. Since he will 
afterwards receive them to glory, if in his wiſe 


and holy counſel he ſhould ſee fit through ma- 


ny tribulations to lead them to it, they are far 


from diſputing the matter with him, from op- 


poling their own will and wiſdom to his. They 
believe that that is the veſt way which does moſt 
infallibly ſecure the beſt end, Some rcad the 
latter part of the words thus ; and afterwards 


recerve me with glory, or ploriouſly. They 


underftand it of the Pſalmiſt's advancement to 
honour and dignity in this world, after he had 
got well through his preſent, trials and afflic- 
tions. If he ſpeak in the perſon of David (as 
[ome think he goes) they then intimate the 

Way, 
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way, in which he was advanced to the throne 


and kingdom of Iſracl. 
He was for many years the object of Saul's 


cruel hatred, who hunted him from place to 
place /zke a partridge on the mountains. Many 
and great were the diſtreſſes he was ſometimes 
in, and the. dangers he was expoſed to; ſo that 
he was ready to give up all for loſt, and to call 
in queſtion God's faithfulneſs to his promiſe, 
(for in his haſte he ſaid all men are liars.) And 
yet at laſt, notwithſtanding all the power, po- 


licy, and oppoſition of his enemies, God did 


with honour adyance him to, and fix him on 
the throne. But I ſee no neceſlity of taking the 
words in this view. If they have any reference 
at all to David's advancement, yet to confine 
them to it, would greatly impoveriſh the ſenſe. 
It's plain from what follows, that. the mind and 


thoughts of the Pſalmiſt were carried beyond 


this world ro the upper and better ſtate, when 


he adds, Whom have I in heaven but thee, and 


there is none upon earth I deſire beſides thee ? 
God is the ſtrength of my heart and my portion 
for ever. Real ſaints, under their preſent af- 
flictions, have greater aſſurance of being received 
in due time to the heavenly glory, than they 
can have of being advanced to worldly honour 
and grandcur. The proſpect of that cannot 
but yield them the moſt noble and ſolid ſatiſ- 
faction and pleaſure; without it they would 


find but a poor relief and ſupport in any of the 


honours and glories of this world; for there is 
no ſuitableneſs in theſe things to ſtrike the mind 


and heart of an holy and heaven-born creature, 
4 | | | that 


* "M 
5 oy . 
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hat is breathing after a ſtate of ſinleſs immor- 


tality. I ſhall therefore handle the words in this 
their moſt noble and ſpiritual and (as I think) 


moſt natural and genuine ſenſe, as holding 
forth the happineſs of good men in the Pa 
ture ſtate, after God has guided them by his 

counſels through the dangers and intricacies of 


: the preſent life. 


After this general account, I ſhall a little 


5 more diſtinctly conſider the privilege of real 
ſaints mentioned in the text, in both the branches 
of it. 


begin with the firſt: 


I. God's guzding them with his coma Here 
it may be proper to ſpeak ſomewhat of the ne- 
ceſſity of this guidance, the author, and means, 

together with the manner, extent, and duration 
of it. 

Ub > Tobe firſt, that the beſt of Glnk ſtand 
in need of divine conduct in their paſſage 
MG the world. 

(1.) The neceſſity of it is evident, if you take 
into your conſideration the preſent weakneſs 
and imperfection of. their own wiſdom and 

| apes How frequently do we meet with 
ſuch ſcripture expreſſions as theſe > The way 
of man is not in himſelf: It is not in man that 
allet h to direct his un ſteps. We are cau- 
tioned againſt leaning to our own underſtanding, 
and adviſed 70 acknowledge God in all our WAYS, 
that he may direct our path. The wiſe man is 


no more to glory in his wiſdom, than the rich 
man in his riches. 


The underſtanding of all 


| FxCatures is finite and limited; z what then is 


2 
2 


Kurs, 


ours, who are of the loweſt rank of intelligent 
ones? Does the great God charge his angels 
with folly? May the wiſdom of the moſt know-: 
ing Cherubims and Seraphims be ſtyled fo, if 
compared with his, whoſe underſtanding is infi- 
nite and unchangeable, how much more is 
ours, who are not only mean but apoſtate crea- 
tures? We are fallen from the original inte- 
grity and perfection of our nature, have loſt 
that image of God which conſiſted in know- * 
ledge, as well as in righteouſneſs and true holi- © 
neſs. The eye of the mind is greatly obſcured ” 
and darkened, eſpecially in things of a ſpiri- 
tual nature, We ſhall ſoon miſs the way both 
of our duty and happineſs, if we are left of 
God to ourſelves. Ir's true the children of God 
are in part recoyer'd from their apoſtacy. He 
that commanged the light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, has ſhined into your hearts to give the 
. light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Feſus x. They are renewed in know- 
ledge, have an underſtanding given them to 
know him that is true, and are made wiſe to 
ſal vation. But ſtill there is much remaining 
ignorance, darkneſs, and error that clcaves to 
them. They know but in part. Their innate 
light and habitual wiſdom is ſo very weak and 
defective, that it is no ways ſufficient for their 
conduct, but would ſoon fail them, if God 
did not ſhine upon them with light from 
heaven. 
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) We may further conſider the craft and 


ſubtlety of their ſpiritual enemy. The Devil 
Did he beguile and 


is a very cunning ſerpent; 
deceive our firſt parents in paradiſe? How 
much more eaſily may he impoſe on us in 
our dark and depraved ſtate ? He will ſoon 


be an over-match in policy as well as power, 
if we are left in his hand, and he be per- 
5 mitted to manage us at pleaſure. 
of his wiles and ſtratagems, ſnares and devices. 
He has innumerable ways of impoſing, ON us; 
ſometimes he transforms himſelf into 4 An- 
gel of Light, and under ſpecious pretences of 
{greater light, purity, and love, draws men tj ; — 
to manifold miſtakes and errors, heats and di- 
which really deſtroy the things he 
It would be endleſs 


We read 


— to promote. 
to mention the various ways he has of acting 
the part of a ſubtle ſerpent. 
we ſhould be ignorant of, and caſily inſnar'd 
by, if a wiſe and gracious God did not dif: 
. Beſides the ſuperiority of 
his nature, he has had the advantage of ſome 
thouſand years experience and ſucceſs. 
ing then we have to do with ſuch an enemy, 
and are continually expoſed to his ſnares and 
temptations, we cannot but need a wiſer and 
ſafer conduct than our own. 
(.) Conſider the intricate circumſtances 
; God's children are ſometimes providentially 
They are as in an howling 
© > wilderneſs, ſurrounded with dangers and dift- 
ficulties on every ſide. 


Many of them 


Cover them to us. 


brought into. 


They can neither ſee 


3 
7 ae way of their duty or wy without the 
1 | direction 
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„ 


* n - 
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direction of the pillar of cloud by day, and o, 


fire by night. They know indeed whenever 
their duty and temporal intereſt claſh and in- 
terfere, which of them they ought to give 
the preference to; tho' in that caſe powerful 
light and influence is neceſſary to keep them 


faithful to God and conſcience. But ſome- 


times it's no eaſy thing to know what our 
preſent duty is; for one duty may feem to be 
inconſiſtent with another: which of them is 
the greateſt, of preſent obligation, and ſo 
ought to take place of the other, may be 
difficult, if not impoſſible for us to determine 
Without light from heaven. When there is 
no difficulty as to duty, neither of the ways 
lying before us being plainly forbidden, yet 
we may be at a loſs which of them may be 
the moſt ſafe and comfortable. Such conſe- 
quences as are only known to God, may fol- 
low upon our taking the one way, and not 
the other, as will greatly affect the after uſe- 
fulneſs, comfort, and happineſs of life. How 
neceſſary and deſirable in ſuch a caſe is a wiſe 
and faithful guide, who both can and will di- 
rect and lead us into the right way ? 

(4.) To all this I may add, that the glory 
of God, and the honour of religion, as well 
as our own ſafety and comfort, are greatly 
concerned in our preſent conduct and beha- 
viour. If we miſs the way of our duty, and 
run into by and crooked paths, and do not 
walk in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, but with 
fefbly wiſdom, this will reflect a diſhonour up- 
on God and religion, and endanger the e 
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( 121 ) 
and purity of our own minds. He has in a 
great meaſure intruſted the concerns of his 
own glory in the hands of his people. On 
the account of their profeſſion, and the near 
and honourable relation they ſtand in to God, 


others will be careful ſpectators and obſervers 


how they behave. They are his witneſſes in 
a degenerate age. If they groſly miticarry in 
their conduct, this will give occaſion to the 
enemies of God to blaſpheme. It may ſeem 
a dangerous thing for the great God to intruſt 
a matter of this weight and importance in the 


hands of ſuch weak, fallible, ſinful creatures 


as we are. But, as your deceaſed paſtor has 
frequently obſerved, it's no greater a venture 
than to truſt his own glory in the hands of his 
He will one way or other even- 


tually ſecure the honour of his great name; 


for by his light and influence he will ſo guide 
and aſſiſt his people, that they ſhall habitually 
carry it better than other men; and if at any 
time they wilfully forſake his law, and walk 
not in his ſtatutes, he will vindicate his ho- 
nour at their coſt, by viſiting their iniquities 
with a rod, and their tranſgreſſion with ſtripes. 
They ſhall taſte and feel that it is an evil and 
bitter thing to ſin againſt God, tho he will 
not take away his loving-kindneſs, nor ſuffer 
his faithfulneſs to fail. 

2. Having thus ſhewn the zecęſſity of this 
guidance, we next conſider the Author of it, 
who is the great God himſelf. Thou ſhalt, 
&c. He both can and will do it. There. is 
no room to doubt of his ability and readineſs, 
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like deceit and treachery. 


(A427 - 
if we contemplate the perfections of his na- 
ture. He is juſt ſuch a guide as we need, and 
would deſire. All neceſſary qualifications are 
to be found in him, and in him alone. When 
we are ſure we are under his guidance, we 


may ſafely follow him implicitely, and with- © 


out reſerve; for he is infinite in im and 


knowledge. He knows the end from the be- 
ginning, and can't poſſibly be ſurprized or 


impoſed. ON. 
alties and contingences with reſpect to us, are 
infallibly foreknown to him. He is perfectly 
acquainted with all our hazards and dangers, 
with the power and ſubtlety of our enemies, 
with what they can do and would do, if not 
hindered by him, and with what he is plea- 
ſed to permit them to do. He knows the 
moſt effectual ways and methods of baffling 
and defeating all their deſigns. Who ſo fit to 
be our counſellor and guide as ſuch an one? 
Eſpecially if we add the conſideration of his 
immenſe goodneſs, unſpotted holineſs, and un- 


| changeable truth. As he cannot be deceived 


himſelf, ſo he abhors every thing that looks 
It's beneath his ho- 
nour and dignity to act ſo mean and diſinge- 
nuous a part. 


tures by a lye, or be under any temptation to 
miſlead them under pretence of guiding them. 
He will never be worſe than his word of pro- 

miſe; we are ſure of finding that fidelity in 


him, which there is ſo little of to be found 
ry re men. Help Lord ! For the godly man 


Kaffe 


Thoſe things which are caſu- 


| It's impoſlible the ſelf-ſutheient ; 
and all- ſufficient God ſhould govern his crea- 
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Condition, and circumſtance of life. 
particular caſes are not expreſly mentioned, 
G hich was not neceſſary) yet there are ſuch 


I 41465 
I eb, for the faithful almoſt fail from among 


the children of men. In a word, the relation 


he ſtands in to his people, his affection for 


them, the confidence they place in him as 
their guide, the concern he has for his own 


© honour, and their welfare in time, and to 
'? eternity, are their ſecurity that he will faith- 
fully diſcharge the truſt they repoſe in him. 

If then ſuch excellencies as wiſdom and know- 
_ ledge, fidelity and truth, holineſs and good- 


neſs, recommend any one as a guide, he 
muſt be the moſt deſirable one, in whom they 


all meet as in their proper center. 


3. We proceed thirdly to mention the way : 


7 o or means by which God guides his people in 


their paſſage through the world. He does it 
by his word, ſpirit, and providence. 

- _(r.) The word of God is the counſel of 
© God.. His law is 4 light to our feet, and 4 
lamp to our path. It is. a perfect rule of 


faith and practice, teaching us what we are 


to believe concerning God, and what duty 
God requires of us. It lays down ſufficient 
direction for our conduct in every relation, 
Tho all 


general rules given forth in the holy Scrip- 
tures, as wife and judicious chriſtians know 


how to apply on all proper occaſions: And 
ſince all Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
For re for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 


and 25 men of God ſpake as they were * 
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indications what his will and counſel concern- 


( 14) 
by the Holy Ghoſt, whatever they ſay, onght to 
be received as the oracles of God, with the 
fame reverence and ſubmiſſion, as if God him- 
ſelf ſpake to us immediately from heaven. But 
in our fallen ſtate we need an internal as well 
as external guide. | „555 
(2.) The Word without the Sirit is not ſuf. 
ficient. His light and influence is neceſſany to 
cnable us to underſtand the rules and directiens Ci 
of the Word in a right manner, to remove the cer 
prejudices of the carnal mind and heart, to per- ful 
ſuade and incline us to put in practice what we 
know to be our duty. Tho the Spirit never an 
directs and guides us in contradiction to the 
Word, yet where this is ſilent, he may by ſome 
peculiar ſuggeſtions lead his people into ſuch 
paths, as they would not have taken without 
his ſpecial conduct. What ground is there to 
doubt of this, when it is the character of 
good men, that they are /zd by the Spirit, and 
walk in the Spirit? He dwells in them, and 
abides with them for ever. The Pſalmiſt was 
ſenſible of this when he prays, Thy Spirit is 
good, lead me into the land of uprightneſs . 
(3.) The providences of God are ſometimes 
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ing his people is. Tho we muſt never plead 
providence againſt the plain declarations of the 
Word, or the nature and reaſon of things, for _ 
it never puts us upon neglecting or acting con- 
trary to our commanded duty; yet it may be, 
and often is a great help in underſtanding of it, 
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Many have had 
cauſe thankfully to acknowledge his providen- 
tial conduct towards them in various inſtances, 
Vvig. in the choice of their friends and rela- 
tions, in directing them to ſuch and ſuch call- 


— 'þ ings and employments, in fixing them in ſuch 
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places of abode, in the management of their 
n. and in many other important con- 
cerns of life, on which their after- ſafety, uſe- 
fulneſs, and comfort have much depended. 


God has often by ſpecial and ſeaſonable appear- 
ances of providence, directed the path of thoſe 
| who have acknowledged him: for hzs eyes run 
10 and fro through the whole earth, to ſhew 
. himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe heart 
1 perfect towards him b. 
der the cleareſt, ſafeſt, and moſt ſatisfactory 


But we are then un- 


conduct, when there is a viſible and happy con- 
currence of all theſe three at one and the ſame 


time, when we plainly diſcern. the perfect har- 


mony and concord that there is between the 
Word, Spirit, and Providence, and are not in 
the leaſt doubt concerning the voice of any of 
them, but they all conſpire to lead us in the 
ſame way to the ſame glorious end. 

4.) Let me add a few words on the manner, 
extent, and duration of this guidance we are 
ſpeaking of. As to the Manner of it, it is in a. 
way agreeable to our nature, as we are rational 
creatures, and free agents. It's a, guidance, and 
not a compulſion. God deals with us as men, 
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and as Chriſtians, by making uſe of our rea- 8 
ſonable powers, and of thoſe divine principles 


| he has implanted in us. We are not as the na 
| horſe and the mule which are without under- lik 
b ftanding. He expects, that under him, and in Fu 
4 dependance on him, we ſhould with wiſdom ſh 
| and diligence guide ourſelves, and our own an 
| affairs. e | ' 8 ſo 
4 This guidance does not extend ſo far as to di 
: prevent all error and miſtake in judgment and of 
| practice. Tho God's children are under his m. 
Wh conduct, they are ſtill imperfe& in knowledge 
{ and holineſs, and in leſſer things do often take 25 
error for truth, and ſin for duty. This is not n 
9 ‚ owing to any imperfection in their rule, ot to f 
=: any unwillingneſs in God to guide them, but ? 
= to their not duly attending to, or not follow- h 
| ing the light he affords them. There is ſome _ : 
2 


culpable defect in them, which they ought to 
| be humbled for. He knows how to over- rule 
. their errors and miſcarriages to his own glory, 
to bring good out of evil; and therefore he _ 


mo 


1 


' during the whole of his guidance, he keeps his 
eye upon the end he is deſigning them for, and 
leading them to, and is reſolved nothing ſhall 
| hinder their reaching of it. This end is no leſs 
than the heavenly glory and blefledneſs, and in 
? older to their fecuring of it, they are ſo guided 
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ö as to be preſerved from every error of a de- 
ſtructive nature. God will not ſuffer them to 
| be led away by the error of the wicked, and to 
| fall from their ſtedfaſtneſs. They have a 


a it at 


| unction fromthe holy One. The anointing teach- 
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'S tions of chriſtianity; and they have that divine 


nature and inſtin&, which cauſes them to dit- 
like and reject whatever would utterly extin- 
guiſh the life of God in the ſoul. Tho they 


4 15 


and their faith almoſt overſet, yet they ſhall 


divine grace, and be preſerved in thoſe paths 
of truth and holineſs, which alone lead to eter- 
nal ſalvation. 

This conduct alſo 1 to their temporal 
as well as ſpiritual affairs. There is a con- 
nection between theſe two, the one has an in- 
fluence upon the other. Our temporal concerns 
very often cither promote or hinder thoſe of an 


higher nature. God in regard to theſe is fo 


kind to his people as to take the other under 


his direction and management. If at any time 


there be a remarkable failing! in this reſpect, it 
is always owing either to Tame ſin of omiſſion, 
or commiſſion, on their part; or elſe the infi- 
nitely wiſe and good God ſees that croſſes and 


diſappointments, circumſtances of affliction 


and diſtreſs, are better and ſafer for them, than 
thoſe of eaſe and plenty: And in the final iſ- 
ſuc of. things, they will be of the ſame mind 
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with him, and will freely acknowledge that he 


choſe the beſt way to lead them to the heaven- 
ly glory. - The continuance and duration of 


this guidance will be to the end of life. So 


3 | long we ſhall ſtand in need of it, and ſo long 
We ſhall have it. Notwithſtanding all our paſt 
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; ſhould be ſometimes ſorely aſſaulted and ſhaken, 


W 1 


5 


by of — 7 — W „ a 28 
e e n 3 
V 


£ 


0 


n 
3 
— — „ 


* 
— — 
2 


N 


* 


R reer 


Cal * n 
— ny 21. 


IS.3 WER 
WW yTTCMOu_Qyoecoawm ww_cgcccm pp ̃7½ ö oc non em 
b PEN LR 1D 7 IP ru ra Rt * = 


GER Aer HY oo er, I At or CERES re. 2g 


righteous and the wicked. 
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experience, if God fhould leave us, we ſhould 


ſoon miſs our way, and loſe ourſelves. He 
has therefore graciouſly promiſed that he will 
be our God for ever and ever, and our guide 
even unto death,* And then he will ſend his 
holy angels, as the guard and convoy of the 


departing ſpirit, to conduct it ſafe through the 
vaſt and unknown regions of the air, to the 


manſions of bliſs and glory. 


II. This leads me to the ſecond part of the 
believer's happineſs. He is happy in being 
under the divine conduct in life, but he will 


be much more ſo at death, when he ſhall be 


received to glory. ſhall open this branch 
of 585 ſubject in the following particulars. 
Ihere is a ſtate of glory God's children 
are det gned for, and ſhall at laſt be admitted 
to. The light of nature furniſhes us with 
ſome probable arguments for a future ſtate: 


Such as are drawn from the perfections of 


God, as the govcrnor of the world, the na- 
ture and capacity of the humane ſoul, its de- 
fires and expectations of a ſtate of immorta- 
lity; and from the preſent promiſcuous diſ- 
penſations of divine providence towards the 
If we were inno- 
cent creatures, perfectly righteous and holy, 
we might then ſafely depend upon the good- 


neſs and cquity of the divine nature for a 


future reward. But we having all ſinned, and 


Pal. xIviti. 14. 
com 


Fa 


6 


come ſhort of the glory of God, I don't ſee 


how we could have been abſolutely ſure and 
Certain of it, without a revelation from him, 
Which acquaints us with the ſatisfaction of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and with the gracious conſtitu- 


tion of the new covenant, which accepts of 


* ſincerity inſtead of perfection. Tho the light 


of nature aſſures us that God will make a dif- 


' ference between the righteous and the wic- 
| ked, between Him that ſerves him, and him 


that ſerveth him” not; yet the ſerious conſt- 


© deration of his holineſs and righteouſneſs, and 
of our own guilt and pollution, would be apr, 


under awakenings of conſcience, to make our 


fears riſe much higher than our hopes. 


We have then the cleareſt and moſt ſatis- 


factory evidence from revelation. It does 
not leave us under that darkneſs and uncer- 
tainty which mere natural light would have 
done. Let's a little conſider the notices which 
the Old Teſtament ſaints had of this kind. 
We meet with ſeveral paſſages to this purpoſe 
in the book of Pfalms. Thoſe in the text 
and following verſes are very plain and evident. 
] hom have I in heaven, &c. So Pſ: xvi. 10, 
11. Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, nor 
fuser thine holy one to ſee corruption. Thou 
_ wilt ſhew me the path of life. In thy pre- 
* ſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy right hand there 


* 


fall be hold thy face in rightecuſueſs, I ſhall be 


ſatisfied when I awake with thy likeneſs. In 
the razth of Daniel we read that many of them 
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who are aſleep in the duſt of the earth, ſhall 
awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome 10 
He was aſ- 
ſured that he ſhould reſt, and ſtand in the lot 
at the end' of the day, ver. 13. Chriſt has 
taught us to infer a reſurrection and a future 
ſtate of blefledneſs for good men, from God's 
being called the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, long after they were dead. He is not 
the God of "the dead, but of the living. This 
ſhews that they did then live, and were hap- 
py in their ſeparate ſtate; and ſince he was 
the God of their intire perſons, it proves that 
thcir bodies ſhould in due time be raiſed in 
glory. The apoſtle ſpeaking of the ancient 
patriarchs, 4 gives this as their general cha- 


racter, that they were perſuaded that God was, 


and that he was the rewarder af thoſe who 
duligently ſeek him. They looked for a city 
which had foundations, 3 builder and ma- 
ker was God. They deſired and ſought a bet- 
ter country, that is, an heavenly, and if my 
had nor done this, and God had not 

pared for them a city, he would have ak 


aAſbamed to be called their God. This is ſuf- 


ficient evidence that ſuch holy men, as the 
Pſalmiſt, were not utter ſtrangers, under that 
darker diſpenſation, to the hope and expec- 
tation of future bleſſedneſs. a 

But the evidence is more clear and ſtrong, 
if we come to the New Teſtament, There 


4 Heb. xi. 


v 


we 
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we are told that * Chriſt has aboliſhed death, 
— brought life and immortality to light by the 
© Goſpel. He is juftly ſaid to have done this, as 
he has given us the fulleſt account of the na- 
ture and greatneſs of the heavenly blefled- 
neſs. He has made us the moſt expreſs and 
frequent promiſes of it, and told us the ſure 


Way in which we may obtain the poſſeſſion 


and enjoyment of it. He laid the firm foun- 


dation in his own ſufferings and death; and 


by his reſurrection and aſcenſion has given 


us an inſtance of what the human nature is 


capable of being advanced to. I muſt tranſ- 
cribe good part of the New Teſtament, if I 
| ſhould mention all the places which might be 
© brought to this purpoſe. Has not Chriſt ex- 
preſsly told us, that in his Father's houſe are 
many manſions ? that he is gone to prepare a 
place for us, and will come again, and receive 
I. to himſelf ? Was it not part of his laſt 
prayer, that thoſe whom the Father had given 
him might be with him where he was to be- 
. bold his glory ? Are not Chriſtians called by 


1 the God of all grace to his eternal glory by 
© Feſus Chriſt? Is it not their character that 
they have laid up their treaſure in heaven, and 


have their heart and converſation there 2 that 
they are N of glory, of honour, and im- 
: Þ mortality 7 Do they not groan within them- 
Aber, earneſtly diſiring not to be uncloathed, 
* cloathes upon, that mortality may be ſwal- 
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( 22 ) 
towed up of life? And if they had only hope 
in this ti be would they not of all men be moſt 
miſerable ? 

Now does the great God and in the rela- 
tion of a God abd Father to them? Is Chriſt 
their redeemer and ſaviour? has he given them 
the deſire and expectation, and ſome of the 
foretaſtes of the heavenly glory, and wrought 


them up to a meetneſs for it; and will "be 


after all delude and defeat theſe their hopes 
by depriving them of it? It cannor be. 

But you will ask, What is this glory they 
ſhall be reccived to? Various arc the meta- 
- phorical deſcriptions given of heaven in the 
Holy Scriptures. It's repreſented by things 
that carry grandeur and magnificence, honour 


and dignity, pleaſure and joy in the idea f 


them. Irs but little that we can certainly 
know of it in this ſtate of darkneſs and di- 
ſtance ; for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
the things that God hath prepared for them 
that love him. We are ſure in general, that 
it conſiſts in an intire freedom from all evil, 
and in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of all 
good, 
communion with him, and in being for ever 
with him. In the text it is ſtiled glory; be- 
cauſe, 

(T.) The world into Which the ſaints of 
God are received, is glorious and magnificent. 
If this carth, on which we dwell, during our 
ſtate of trial and ſuffering, bear upon it the 
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viſible ſignatures of divine wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs, tho it be but a ſmall ſpot, and 
mean part of the creation of God, what muſt 
the heaven of heavens do, which is the pecu- 
liar habitation of the Divine Being, and of 
all perfected ſpirits; and is deſigned for the 


place of his childrens final reſt and reſidence? 


There is a ſuitableneſs and proportion in all 
the works of God, and therefore this muſt be 
much more glorious than any thing we have 
ever beheld with our bodily eye. The figu- 


rative repreſentations that are made of it in 


the book of revelations, and other places, War- 
rant us thus to conceive of it. 

(2.) In heaven the glory of that God, to 
whom ſaints are received, ſhines forth with a 
peculiar luſtre. He has various ways diſplay- 


cd his perfections in the kingdom of nature, 


providence, and grace; but all this is nothing 
in compariſon of what he will do in the hea- 
venly kingdom. This is emphatically the 
place of his glorious reſidence ; tho whether 
Creatures are capable of ſeeing him there any 
otherwiſe than in the effects of his perfections 
and operations, I cannot tell. But we may 
be ſure that more of his manifeſtative glory is 
to be ſcen in heaven than in any other place. 
There we are ſaid fo fee God, and to ſee him 
© face fo face. There Chriſt is glorified with 
the glory he had with the Father before the 


© world was. Probably there may be ſome 


created glory in heaven, which is ſi ignitied by 
"rhe Fran of Goa, and by Chriſt's ſi n down 
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on the right hand of the Majeſty on 2b | 


2 
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ſuch an awful and majeſtatick appearance there, | th, 


as would ſtrike us dead or blind in our Os 5 


ſaid to be received to glory. 2. Tho 


* 
* 


Ter 
mortal ſtate. be 
(3.) All the created inhabitants there are al- * 
ſo glorious and excellent creatures. Our Sa- _ a 
viour's transfiguration on the mount was an ( ; 
emblem of the glory of his humane nature OY 
ſince his aſcenſion. We are told in the 17th _ _ 
of Matthew, that his face did ſhine as the OP 
fun, and his raiment was white as the light. © be 
St. John alſo (who had a viſion of him) tells 8 
us, among other things, Rev. 1. That his eyes fu 
dere as a flame of fire, and his countenance 80 
as the ſun ſhining in his full ſtrength. Whe— 1. 
ther the holy angels in heaven are cloathed 8 
with glorious ethereal bodies or no, is a mat- 1 
ter of debate, which I ſhall not enter into. 2 
It's certain they ſhine in the robes of their ori- ON 
ginal innocence and purity ;. and the ſeparate = 
ſpirits of juſt men are there made perfect. How. : 
mean and obſcure ſoever their appearance in. 
this world was, whatever their ſpots and _— * ra: 
miſhes, and marks of diſhonour might be ; 12 
the other world they appear 4 glorious church, Sud 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. cy 
They have waſhed their garments, and made 2 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. All their © 
weak and defective graces are pertected in f i 
glory. In a word, there is a glory on every 
thing relating to this future ſtate, which is ©) 
pure and unmixed, eternal and unchangeable. p jo 
Well may ſaints, when they enter upon it, be 0 


matter of fact is plain and undeniable. 
ſome of God's children would gladly be taken 
immediately to glory as ſoon as they become 
the heirs of it; 
mitted, nor is it fit it ſnould; for they are to 
be conformed to Chriſt their head, who fr/# 

fuſfered, and then entered into his glory. They 
muſt be willing to ſuffer with him, if they 
Would reign; 
duhile, they foall be glorified together with him. 


God in the mean time is glorified by their pa- 


wall by faith, and * of ſight. 


t'zs) 
* Tho there is ſuch a glory deſigned fot 


them, yet they are not received to it, till af- 
ter they have been guided by God's counſels 
through all the difficulties of the preſent life. 


Afterwards thou ſhalt receive me to glory. The 
Tho 


yet this is not ordinarily per- 


cad after they have ſuffered a 


tient ſuffering, and faithful ſervice. He ma- 


nifeſts his own perfections in ſupporting and 


comforting them, and Keeping them ſteady to 


- himſelf under all. 


Their fellow-creatures alſo reap the advan- 


tage of their labour and ſervice, prayers and 
example. 
Would willingly get out of it. 
capablc of bearing the glory deſigned for them 
as long as they are here, till they have leave 
to put off mortality. 
would not be congruous that they of others 
ſhould be ſpectators of it; 
away the neceſſity and excellency of faith, 
and would confound a life of trial with a life 
of retribution. 


This world needs them, tho they 
They are not 


If this was poſlible, it 


for this would take 


Whilſt here, we are to 
God de- 
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ſigns this glory as a gracious reward of our 
foregoing fidelity and diligence in obeying 
his counſel, and our patient and chearful 
ſubmiſſion to his providence ; and there- 
fore the one muſt precede the other. We 
muſt fight before we can be crowned, and 
work before we can receive the reward. God 
alſo ſces fit to bring his creatures gradually to 
perfection, to advance them ſtep by ſtep to 
their ſtate of final and conſummate bleſſed- 
neſs. The greater thoſe difficulties and hard- 
ſhips were they met with in the way, the more 
deſirable, ſweet, and welcome will this glory 
be art the end of it. Thus does God manifeſt 
his wiſdom and kindneſs in making his chil- 
det Wait fort 403 

3. The ſouls of believers are at death re- 
ceived to glory, and their intire perſons at the 
re ſurrection and judgment -day. When it is 
ſaid, afterwards thou ſhalt receive me, we muſt 
not ſuppoſe that there is a long interval be- 
tween their death and their reception, but as 
ſoon as God has done guiding them by his 
counſels, he will receive them. As ſoon as 
the righteous are taken away, they enter into 


peace, they reſt in their beds, each one walking 


in his uprightneſs. Our bleſſed Saviour aſſured 
the penitent thief on the croſs, that that very 
day he ſhould be with: him in paradiſe. St. Paul 


reckons that immediately upon our being 40 


ſeut from the body, we ſhall be preſent with 


the Lord. This made him in a ſtrait, having 


= defire to depart, that he might be with © 


EY: Chriſt. 
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glory. 


glory till the reſurrection. 


Cbriſ. The Spy 


pronounces thoſe bleſſed 
who die in the Lid; for from henceforth they 
reſt from their Iabours, and their works do fol- 


The thought and approach of death 
would be more gloomy and terrifying, if the 


- foul did then fall into a ſtate of inſenſibility 
and inactivity, and were to wait for its glory 
till the reſurrection. 
apoſtle, that when the earthly houſe of this ta- 
_. bernacle is diſſolved, we have a building with 
God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 


But we know, ſays the 


the heavens. The ſoul is then made perfect 
in holineſs, and does immediately pats into 
It's cloathed upon with its houſe 


ſe from 


heaven, and mortality is ſwallowed up of life. 


It's as bleſſed as a ſeparate ſpirit can be, be- 


fore the final conſummation of all things 
The bodies of believers muſt wait for their 
Tho at death they 
are for ever free from pain, and ſickneſs, 
and every other kind of ſuffering, yet they 


maſt lie in the duſt and ſee corruption. But 
at our Saviour's ſccond coming, he will raiſe 


| them up 1n glory, and make them lie his 
own glorious body. 


When he appears, we ſhall 
appear with him in. glory, and be ever with 


Fim. And when our ſouls and bodies are re- 


united, they may then be capable of ſuch new 
glories and delights, as a human fpirit in its 
{ſeparate ſtate can have no enjoyment of, This 


is glory in the moſt compleat and perfect 
FR ſenſe. 


To this the ſcriptures do moſt fre— 


> quently refer, when they ſpeak of the future. 
. 1 D 2 | bleſſed - 
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bleſſedneſs, and of the glorious mani feſtation 
of the ſons of God. 8 

' 4. Laſtly, The proſpect of this glory is ſuf- 
ficient to reconcile ſaints to the whole of 

' God's conduct towards them, even then when 
it is moſt myſterious and afflictive. This calm- 
ed and quieted the mind of the Pſalmiſt, that 
was a little before all ſtormy and tempeſtnous. 
When he was once ſatisfied that God was gui- 
ding him by his counſel to glory, it made him 


caſy under all paſt and preſent diſpenſations. 


| Real ſaints are wont to fetch their chief ſup- 
ports under trouble from the other world, and 
ſometimes nothing but the conſideration of it 
will be an effectual relief. It is always ſo in 
the worſt of caſes, when it's duly conſidered _ 
and applied. Says the holy ſoul: © Has God 
ſuch a kindneſs for me as to deſign me the 
© heavenly glory, and will he deny me any 
thing truly good in the way to it? Will he 
that gives the greater deny the leſs? It 
cannot be. He loves me better than I love 
* myſelf, and will conſult my trueſt and beſt 
© intereſts in all his dealings. This he is a more 


competent judge of than I can be. Shall I _ 


* repine at any thing which infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs orders and appoints ; ſince I 
© have the fulleſt aſſurance that no affliction 
©. ſhall ſeparate me from his love in Chriſt, and 


* ſo deprive me of my future bleſſedneſs? This 


glory will be an abundant recompence for 
* all I can meet with in the way towards it; 


£ for the ſaffermes of this preſent lafe are not 1 


2 © worthy 


ion 


LY 


(29) 
worthy fo be compared with the glory that 
ig fo be revealed. If theſe are ſubmitted to 


and born in a becoming manner, they will 


A 


add to my future crown, and work out for me 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. Thus is there a ſufficiency in this 


A A 


g proſpect to make the mind eaſy and compoſed, 


nay chearful and joyful under the moſt dark 
and perplexing diſpenſations of providence. 


I ſhall only add a few words by way: of ap- 


; plication, 


1. I infer the happineſs of good men, and 
the bounty and kindneſs of God in providing 
for it in both worlds. They are happy un- 
der his conduct whilſt they live, and will be 
much more ſo after death. Many would be 


glad of their future glory, who care not for 


their preſent trials and afflictions, nor to be 
tied up to the ſtrictneſs of the rules they walk 


by. But good men are really the happieſt per- 


ſons in both worlds; in this, as well as in 
the next. It's much better having a part with 
them under their greateſt ſufferings, than a 
part with the wicked in their higheſt proſpe- 


| rity ; for when they are in the worſt circum- 


ſtances, they are under the care of a ſpecial 
providence, in the way that leads to the hea- 


venly glory. 


2. How vain and ond 1s hain hope 


who expect God will hereafter recerve them 


to his glory, tho he does not here guide them 


* by his counſel. There is an inſeparable con- 


nection 
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630) | | 
nection between theſe two, and our fooliſh 
and preſumptuous hopes can never break it. 
Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. They 
only are bleſsd who do his commandments, 
for they have à right to the tree of life, and 
fall enter through the gate into the city. If 
we walk in our own way, and not in His, we 
| ſhall eat the fruit of our own doing. If now 
we ſet at Wale, all his counſel, and will none 
of his reproof, he will hereafter laugh at our 
calamity, and mock when our fear cometh. 

3. We ſhould examine whether we are of 
the number of thoſe whom God has guided 
by his counſel, whom he does, and will 
guide. Have we choſen him as our God and 
guide! Is the enjoyment of him the principal 
ſcope and deſign of our life? Is his word the 
rule of our actions, and his glory their ſu- 
preme end? Do we eye his providence, and 
ſubmit to it, in all events? Are we deſirous 
that we may be led more and more by his 
ſpirit, and not be left under the conduct of 
our own ſpirits, which are dark and fooliſh, 
fickle and inconſtant > Theſe and ſuch like are 
ſatisfying evidences that the privilege in the 
text belongs to us. 

(4.) They who have had comfortable expe- 
rience of God's paſt conduct, ſhould thank- 
fully acknowledge it, and chearfully commit 
themſelves to his future, till he has perfected 
all their affairs. There are none of God's 
children but in a courſe of many years muſt 
met with ſome occurrences worthy of 


7 


4 


peculiar notice and regard, which deſerved 
to be treaſured up, and kept in a faithful me- 


mory, if not in writing. Seaſonable reflec- 
tions on them would be a great ſtrength- 


ning of our faith, and an encouragement of 
our hope and truſt in God in times of future 


danger and difficulry. We ſhould remember 


the years of the right hand of the moſt High, 


and becauſe he has been our help, therefore 


ö ; under the ſhadow of his wing we will re- 
jęoice. | 5 | 


(5.) How little reaſon have good men to 
be ſlaviſhly afraid of death, ſince it will be 
their introduction to glory, This in our fall'n_ 


' ſtate lies between us and our final bleſſed- 
neſs, There is no arriving at the one, with- 


out paſling through the other. Would we 
always continue in our preſent ſtate of dark- 
neſs and imperfection, at a diſtance from our 
father's houſe, and eternal home? Do we ſee 
nothing in the heavenly glory fit to draw our 
deſires and affections after it? Are we con- 
tented never to be glorified? If not, why 
ſhould not the proſpe& of this glory diſarm 
death of its terror, reconcile us to this way 


of leaving the world, and entering into it? 


(6.) In the laſt place, How inconceivably 


happy are thoſe to whom theſe words in 


both the parts of them are. accompliſhed? 
There is no occaſion to weep or mourn for 


them on their own account. Their ſins and 
ſorrows, ſnares and temptations, are all over, 
and they are immutably fixe@& in a ſtate of 
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perfect holineſs and happineſs to all eternity. 


This I doubt not is the happy condition of 


the excellent Mr. Tong, whoſe death we are 
now lamenting. | 

I am very ſenſible of my great unfitneſs 
and inability to do juſtice to the name and 
memory of ſo great and good a man. You 
muſt not expect his character at full length in 
the latter part of a diſcourſe, I can only give 
you a rough and imperfect .draught of it. It 
requires as maſterly an hand as his own was, 
to draw the ſeveral beautiful lineaments in 
their juſt and proper proportions. But there 
is no need of art or skill to ſet off that 
which has ſo much of intrinſick value and ex- 
cellency in it. A plain and naked repreſen- 
tation is all that is neceſſary in the preſent 
caſe. 

Eccles in Lancaſbire, near - Mancheſter, was, 

he informs us, the place of his father's ſe- 
pulchre, and (as I think) it was the place of 
his own birth. He was born on Midſummer 
Day 1662. I have often heard him take no- 
tice of the providence of God in making fu- 
ture proviſion for his Church that year, in 
which ſo many ' burning and ſhining lights 
were put under a buſhel. Several of his in- 
timate acquaintance were born the ſame year 
with him, who afterwards {proved excellent 
and faithful miniſters, great bleſſings in their 
day and generation, ſuch as Mr. Matthew 


Henry, Mr. ſliſſen of Marwick, and others. 


» 
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59 His father was taken from him when young, 
and left the widow with two ſons and one 
daughter. He always ſpake of his mother 


With the higheſt honour and eſteem, and car- 


- ried it towards her with the. moſt dutiful and 
tender affection, unto her dying day. He 


Was wont to ſay, if ever children had reaſon 
to bleſs God for a good mother, they Had. 
She was an excellent zealous Chriſtian; of the 
old puritan ſtamp, who took great care of 
their education, and under God it was much 


owing to. her that he was. bred a nn, 


Up and a diflenter. 
le would have ſhined in any of the learned 


gary It was a kind providence to the 
Church of Chriſt ; that he was taken off from 
the ſtudy of the law, after he had made ſome en- 
trance into it. Tho in this way (conſidering his 


great genius) he would probably have raiſed him- 


ſelf to great honour and wealth, yet we know 
who has ſaid, he that'winmeth ſouls is wiſe, and 
they who turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine 
as the ſtars for ever and ever. The effects of 
his. miniſtry will remain and abide, when the 
Faſhion of this world is paſt away, and the earth, 
and all the works thereof are burnt up. I doubt 

not but he will have many, his crown of joy 

and rejoicing in the great day, and then will 

be able to ſay, Here am I, and the children 

thou haſt given me. This will be infinitely 
more to his honour and ſatisfaction, than if 
2 e had acquired and amaſſed together all the 
reaſurcs of this world. He has ſaid to me 
5 15 to 
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to this effect; that if he had a ſon of his own; © 


that promiſed to be a ſerious and faithful mi- | he 
niſter, he ſhould have preferred that ſacred of- lib 
fice to any other calling or profeſſion, how 


gainful ſoever. Such thoughts had he of the 
dignity and excellency of that, which is ſo _ he 


muuch deſpiſed and run down in our day. 7 

He began his miniſtry in a dark and threat- OF 

ning time, in the beginning of King Fames J® 

| the Seconds reign, when our religion and li- 1 

| berties, and every thing that was dear and va- he 

| luable to us as Enghſhmen and Proteſtants, - 
lay at ſtake, and was in the utmoſt danger. 10 

He then was not aſhamed, nor afraid to em- Ke 

bark in the deſpiſed and perſecuted: cauſe of 2? 

bi non-conformity. He frequently preached to the + Vu 
of poor people in the country, when he knew _ = 


not but at the end of the ſermon he might 45 
exchange the pulpit for a priſon. But Gd 
always "mercifully preſcrved him from falling 
into the hands of thoſe who lay in wait for þ; 
him. | 


— 


— — — 


pon his firſt appearing in the world, he WI 

gave thoſe great and promiſing hopes and "Tu 

2 proſpects, which his after-life has fully an- £ or 
iwered. He met with univerſal acceptance ang — 


great ſucceſs in every place where providence k 
caſt his lot. In his younger years he was not y 
without ſollicitations and temptations to come SB 
into the national eſtabliſhment, and if he could 
have ſatisfied himſelf in the terms of confor- |» hi 
mity, he would ſoon have been qualified ro 
fill and adorn any of their Epiſcopal ſees, But 
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7 he preferred the peace of his own mind, with 
liberty and purity, to the greateſt ſecular honour 
and grandeur. 


Soon after his entrance upon the 2 
he was recommended to the friendſhip o 


Thomas Corbet of Stanwardzme, Eſq; and A. 
opportunity of preaching at the chapel of Cock- 
ſhart, near Mr. Corbet's houſe ; and there, as 
J am informed, to ſhew his great moderation, 
he ſometimes uſed a ſmall part of the publick 
| ſervice. 
formity would pleaſe; umbrage was ſoon ta- 
Ken by the parſon of Elſemere, and complaints 
made at the ſpiritual court, which made it ad- 
viſeable for him to deſiſt. However, he £51! 
continued for about two years to be very 
much in thoſe parts, ſometimes at Stand ar- 
dine, and ſometimes at Boreatton, the ſeat oi 
Rowland Hunt, Eſq; He tells us he has often 


But nothing leſs than an entire con- 


recorded it as one of the greateſt mercies of 


his life, that he ever Knew thoſe families, in 
which he ſaw religion in its power, and in its 
native beauty, without partiality, affectation, 
or oſtentation. | 
and moſt friendly treatment, and was great- 


He met with the kindeſt, 


ly encouraged in the ſervice of God by what 


he obſerved in them, and by the friend- 


ſhip, into which they were pleaſed to admit 
him. This was an agreeable retirement to him, 


1 and it gave him an opportunity of following 
his ſtudies with great diligence and application, 


Which much eee to the eminent uſe- 
 fulneſs of his after: life. 
* 2 „ 


636) | 

At the beginning of the liberty granted by 
King James, he preached with great accep- 
tance at Cheſter, before Mr. Henry ſettled a- 
mong them. He takes notice in His life how 
their numbers did daily increaſe, ſo that they 
found it neceſſary to provide a larger place 
before Mr. Henry, who was then at London, 
came down. to them. Whilſt he was there, 
ic tell under a threatning diſtemper, which 
fe; and others, took to be a conſumption ; 
but after a little time God in mercy. to his 
church reſtored him to his health, and to his 
delightful work again. He tells us that he 
has often placed that affliction among the 
choiceſt of his mercies. len 
After this he was called to Knutsford, that 
congregation was the. firſt he had the paſto- 
ral overſight of. There were ſeveral peculiar 
circumſtances of kindneſs and favour in that 
call; the conſequences of it were very com- 
fortable both to him, and the people. Theſc 
he takes particular notice of in the foremen- 
tioned /zfe to which I refer you. 

Within a few years after, he was removed 
to Coventry, where he continued long a burn- 
ing and ſhining light, diffuſing holy light and 
heat not only in that city, but in the country 
round about. I am well aflured by one that 
had a long and intimate acquaintance with 
him, that when the providence of God had 
in great Kindneſs fixed him there, no one 


— \ 


2 2 


had more the care of all the churches lying 


upon his heart than he had. Tho he was oft 
| in 


places, where there were none before. 
reliſh they had of his labours excited a deſire 
after a ſtated miniſtry : To him they gene- 
rally made their application, and through his 


In labours among his own people, yet ſuch 
Was his zeal in propagating he ſavour of the 
©. knowleage of God in Chriſt, that he frequent- 


ly preached in the villages and market-towns, 
and ſuch deep impreſſions were made upon 


the conſciences of many, both in city and 
country, by his ſerious and lively miniſtry, 


that while this generation laſts, his memory 
will be precious in thoſe parts. Wherever he 
was, as long as he was in his full ſtrength, 


no one was in labours more abundant. Af 


ter he was diſabled: by growing indiſpoſitions, 
it was a pleaſure and ſatisfaction to him to re- 
flect on the ſervice that God had enabled him 


to do in his younger years. 


The ſame perſon acquaints me that his oc- 
caſional preaching laid the foundation of ſe- 
veral ſocieties of proteſtant diſſenters in thoſe 
The 


care and influence, ſeveral worthy-perſons were 


fixed in thoſe parts of the country; ſome of 
them are now fallen aſleep, but others conti- 


nue to this day. 


{ Whilſt at Coventry, beſides his minifieeidd ; 
work and labour, he had the care and educa- 
tion of ſeveral young gentlemen, who have 


made a conſiderable figure in their country, 


and was alſo inſtrumental in training up others 


for the ſacred miniſtry, who have e and 
fil are great bleſſings in the church of Chriſt 
| As 
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much the Gentleman and the Chriſtian may 


As he was indefatigable in his endeayours 
to ſerve the intereſt of Chriſt, and: fouls, as 
long as he lived in the country, fo after he 
was called to a larger ſphere of activity and 
uſefulneſs in this great city, he continued 
ſtill to ſerve his poor country brethren and 


their congregations, to the utmoſt of his 
with the greateſt zeal, diligence, and 


power, 
ſucceſs. By improving his intereſt in gon of 
this congregation for. their relief, and in ma- 
ny others of figure and eſtate in and about 
this city. They ſuſtain an unſpeakable loſs 
by his death, I wiſh, I muſt not ſay, an irre- 
parable one. 

His acquaintance was very large among 
perſons of the beſt rank for religion and eſtate 
in city and - country, and among ſome of a 
different perſuaſion from himſelf in the leſſer 
things of religion. They were far from think- 
ing it a diſhonour to them to be known 
among the number of Mr. Tong friends and 


acquaintancſe. | 
This his great uſcfulneſs and general ac- 
ceptance is little to be wonder'd at, if we 
conſider his eminent qualifications as a man, 
a chriſtian, and a miniſter. | 
As a man, he had a fine genius, a rich 


fancy, a ſolid and penetrating judgment, and 


in his younger years, a faithful and tenacious 


memory. He had a graceful aſpect, and 
molt agreeable elocution, and manner of ad- 
He was an undeniable inſtance: how 
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meet in one and the ſame perſon, and that 


the ſacred character is not blemiſhed, but 
ſhines with a diſtinguiſh d luftre in one who 
perſecty underſtands in practice as well as 
theory, the rules of civility and good manners. 


f He knew what belonged to every one's rank 
and ſtation, and was qualified to have lived in 
a court, if the providence of God had placed 
him there. As he was not wanting in manly 
reſpect to his ſuperiors, ſo he treated his in- 
feriors with great kindneſs and condeſcenſion. 


He was a perſon of very conſiderable learn- 
ing, well verſed in humane and ſacred lite- 


rature, both in the politer and abſtruſer parts 
of it. Having a great capacity, and quickneſs 


of apprehenſion, he eaſily made larger im- 


provements in a little time than others could 


do in much longer. He had a good inſight 


into the civil lau, which he often- made 
great uſe of in explaining ſeveral paſſages of 
holy writ. He was well acquainted with the 
conſtitution and hiſtory of his own country, 
and of the nations round about, as well as 
with antient hiſtory. This render'd him an 
agreeable: companion, and made his common 
converſation pleaſant, profitable, and enter- 
o_ 


His temper and ſpirit was truly carholich 
nd beneficent to mankind. He was an ut- 


ter enemy to all real perſecution, and thought 


that every man who did not hold principles 


deſtructive of the civil peace, ought to enjoy 
full liberty of conſcience in matters of reli- 


gion. 


n 


gion. In doctrines of faith, he was in the 
main of the ſame judgment with the refor- 
med Churches at home and abroad, but had a 
great latitude in things relating to church diſ- 
cipline and government. He faw. with” his 
own eyes, and would not give. up his judg- 
ment to others, but muſt think and ſpeak as 
he thought was moſt agreeable to the holy. 
Scriptures, the only rule and ſtandard of our. 
faith : and yet whilſt others did hold the 
head, he was very eaſy, tho' they differed from 
him in opinion, and expreſſion, about the ex- 
tra- eſſentials and circumſtantials of religion. 
Among thoſe who are not real Antinomians 
on the one hand, nor Pelagians or Arminians 
on the other, he thought when they under- 
ſtood one another's meaning, the remaining 
difference was more verbal than real, and has 
often expreſſed his ſatisfaction in thoſe. who. 

kept this medium in theſe doctrinal points. 
Tho' the doctrine of the ſarred Trinity 
(che baſis and foundation of our holy reli- 
gion as Chriſtian, and which runs through: 
the ſeveral parts of it) has been of late years 
the ſubje& of great debate, yet he was to the 
very laſt fully perſuaded both of the truth 
and importance of it; and after all the alter- 
cations about it, I did not find his judgment 
was altered in the leaſt. But as he took up 
his principles upon mature deliberation, and 
after a ſtrict and impartial examination, ſo he 
Was fixed and, eſtabliſhed in them, and not 
toſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine. 
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His charity and liberality towards the poor 
and indigent. were very uncommon. We 
can bear him witneſs, as the Apoſtle does 
the Macedonians, that according to his power, 
and rather beyond it, he was ready to relieve 
them. So tender a ſenſe had he of their 

Wants and miſeries, that he would ſometimes 
ſtraiten himſelf to help them. But this is ſo 
rare and unuſual a fault, that, if it be one, it 
may be the more eaſily forgiven him. He 
was a great example of what he loved, a 
Chriſtian of an ative ſpirit and life, being 
ſenſible we are not made for ourſelves, and 
that by endeavours to promote a general and 
common good, we ſhall bring more glory to 
Goc, and better anſwer the ends of our cre- 
ation, than by confining ourſelves to our own 
cloſets, and families. He was an imitator of 
God, and the Redeemer, in their communi- 
= cative goodneſs to mankind. His labour and 
pains were a pleaſure to him, when he could 
be ſerviccable to others, either in their tem- 
2 poral or ſpiritual concerns. 

I ſhall not inſiſt much upon thoſe things 
= which were common to him with other pri- 
vate Chriſtians. His cloſet and family are the 
W.itneſſes of his ſecret and relative piety. Tho 
internal principles are inviſible to us, and are 
certainly known to God only, yet we ought 
to judge of the tree by the fruit, of the prin- 
cCiple by the genuine effects of it. We there- 
fore have juſt ground to conclude, that he 
habitually lived under the powerful — 
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of a ſtrong faith; of al lively hope, and of a 
fervent love to God and man, which are the | 
ſum of vital and practical religion. His great, 
abilities, natural, and acquired, being' thus ac- 
companied with ſanctify ing grace, were con- 
ſecrated to the honour of God, and the ſer- 
vice of his ſanctuary. 

If we conſider him as a goſpel miniſter, he 
had a ſuperior meaſure above moſt of his bre- 
thren of all miniſterial qualifications. His 
praying gifts and graces, were of peculiar 
eminence. What awe of God, what ſeriouſ- 
neſs of ſpirit did he diſcover in his ſolemn 
addreſſes to him? With what holy warmth 
and importunity would he beſiege the throne 
of grace? How would he fill his mouth with 
arguments, and plead them before God in 
prayer? I am confident you have often found 
him a great helper of your humiliation and 


godly forrow for ſin, of your faith and hope 


in God; and of other holy and devout affec- 
tions in this great and delightful duty. 
In his preaching there was an inimitable 


mixture of ſeriouſneſs and politeneſs, of judg- 


ment and pathos. His words did drop as the 
gentle ſhowers of rain, without making any 
great noiſe, and yet did penetrate and fink 
to the very center of the heart. What he 
ſays of Mr. Newcom of Mancheſter, was true 
of him, while in his full vigour and ſtrength : 
He was the prince of preachers, and did domi. 
nari in concionibus. His ſermons were ſuited 
to the taſte of all ſerious Chriſtians, whether 

| | > learned 


10 


2. 


. 


: 643) 
learned or unlearned. There was great ſtrength 
and ſpirituality in them, and they were deli- 
vered in words eaſy to be underſtood by a 
common capacity. Thoſe who were ſtrangers 
to ſcrious religion, and ſo could not retiſh 
the matter of them, muſt yet be pleaſed with 
and greatly admire their propriety and inge- 
nuity. 

He had an admirable talent of ſaying much 
in a little, and would ſometimes comprize 


every thing that was neceſlary to be ſpoken 


on a large portion of ſcripture, in one ſingle 
diſcourſe; and ſome have freely owned, that 
he has ſaid more to the purpoſe in that one, 


than they could have done in a great many. 


Tho ſuch was the tenderneſs of his ſpirit, 
he did not love to dwell long on ſubjects of 
terror, yet he faithfully warned impenitent 
ſinners of their ſin and danger, and did fre- 


quently drop paſſages in the moſt moving 
mannet that muſt ſtrike and deeply affect the 
mind, where there are any remains of con- 
ſcience, and it is not ſeared as with an hot 
iron But he took the greateſt pleaſure, and 
Was moſt in his element, when he was em- 
ployed in holding forth the myſteries of faith, 
in opening and diſplaying the doctrine of 


God's free grace, in the redemption and ſalva- 
tion of finners by the incarnation and ſatis- 


Nn 
e 
* * 


faction of his own Son; and in explaining and 
Long the duties of the chriſtian life upon 
the proper motives and encourage of 


the 1 | 
He 


F2 


9 


— 


er 


FIRE | 
6s, * 
YR — 


Ws 
3 
— 


— 


— 2 


A 
2 


—— 


4 1 
E 


1 
ä 
n 


— DRE mew ye yo 
> e 
n 56 
* to 


. 
A 
— 


* 


2 


* 81 2 
— RE. 


— — 


3 — 


7 
F ** TEC 4 7 
af TRIS * 2 
117 5 1 : 44 1 2 
$2 22 54 
£ 53" 1 
Lhe 4 q 1 
5 1 9 00 2 io y * Pt Ly þ + vr 
8 S þ pl "> 8 — * 
"a QTY g 4 8 O Te 5 % s *. 
5 5 IF : F n 8 N wy 4 * f 2, : . 
1 * 2 FS Ya 0 2 . N 5 AO ; 8 2 te, 8 5 þ - 
4 = LE \ he ED SE SSR IIS IS 8 Pay Tote RE TIES: STR e Nr gn io” 2 EYES, n * 3 1 een CEE 1 
o r 5 " SAL £ 5 TE x: TS. CLE) n 3 8 O% i 9 , 5 55 HADES EA 7 = . TS 
” OT) I 5 25 _ oo Fa e nee * . „ , 4 7 3 - 4 ® * 8 
x 82 * Lo OG ee . « ; OY a $ : = 

— <=: 8 71 r 2 4 8. — f 7 r pt - as * e 8 5 = r 2 E 9 — b * 8 f k vi 

9 2 * ; 2 Va R's UB, 8 3 TX; EN. © 2 n — - 4 F Gear #1 ey: "BY * 

2 2 F * 1 n 47 Oar n — 5 4 E h rr 8 r 2 ; — — — 5 

0 G l — 2 7 3 — 4 — b — —— te. Le nf — 4 <W__ - 22 I 7 

— 0 — — * 2 e Jo ** 5 £ = . ns Oo — —— — —— — — th n 

- 4 4 2 2 G V . 1 20 

— LA 2 > — 2 
. — " 5 » I, 

a 2 
* bs _ 
I * 2 
1 
. N 


— 


— 
—— 


—— 


— 
de. 


of oo a errno ur groan es 
Y 9 N FO * 


„ A 
In 8 * 


(44) 

He had alſo he tongue of the learned, and 
knew how eto ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to 4 
weary ſoul, to bind up the broken hearted, and to 
pour healing balm into their bleeding wounds, 
by leading them to Chriſt as their righteouſ- 
neſs and ſtrength, and by acquainting them 
with his gracious inclination, and kind invi- 
tations to perſons of their ſpirit and character. 
God made his miniſtry of great uſe for their 
relief and comfort. In ſhort, both in prayer 
and preaching there were not only plain indi- 
cations of uncommon gifts, but alſo of an ho- 
ly mind, ſeriouſly affected, and deeply impreſ- 
ſed with the work he had in hand. | 

You cannot but have been ſenſible that for 
ſome few years paſt, there was a viſible de- 
clenſion in his vigour and ſtrength. God in 
this time has been teaching you to expect and 
Prepare for this awtul change. And if, as his 
growing diſtempers did waſte his ſtrength and 
ſhatter his bodily conſtitution, they did alſo 


in ſome meaſure break in upon the frame and 


temper of his mind; ſo that he was not in all 
reſpects. the ſame man at /af?, as he had for- 
merly been; this is not to be wondered at. 
It cannot be otherwiſe in the ordinary courſe 
of divine providence. And ſince he was of 
an active temper, and his ſtudy and work as a 
miniſter, required a great expence of animal 
ſpirits, we ſhould not think it ſtrange, if he 
was ſooner worn out than ſome others are of 
another calling, and of a more phlegmatick 
conſtitution, We have reaſon to bleſs God 
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that ſpared him ſo long, and made his life ſo 


great and extenſive a bleſſing. Few in our day 


of the miniſterial character have lived more de- 


ſired, and died more lamented. 


It is an humbling thought to think, that 
when the treaſure was ſo rich, the veſſel that 
contained it ſhould be ſo weak and- frail, and 


ſo eaſily broken in pieees. However in this 


ſtate of union, the ſoul does and muſt act by 
the body; and ſince this is ſubje& to manifold 
diſorders, which do mediately affe& the in- 
tellectual powers, we ſhould be very thank- 


ful that our ſouls are not doomed to a per- 


petual union to ſuch kind of bodies. It's 2 
melancholy thing to ſee a noble and excel- 
lent, a pious and capacious mind thus clogged 
and impriſoned. Who can conceive the joy 
and pleaſure, which a ſoul under theſe diſad- 
vantages muſt feel as ſoon as it has leave to 
put off mortality? To be fit for heaven, and 
yet kept out of it, when our uſefulneſs on 
carth is in a great meaſure over, cannot but 
be a ſevere exerciſe of faith and patience. - It 
was a kind providence to our dear and ho- 
noured friend, that his uſefulneſs in a good 
degree was of equal duration with his life; 
and that when he had done his work on earth, 
he was taken to his reward in heaven. 
Under his confinement, tho he viſibly de- 
clined more and more, yet we were not ap- 
prehenſive he was ſo near his change, till a 
few hours before his death. His reaſon and 


ſpeech continued to the laſt, and God was 


n 


pleaſed to give him an eaſy paſſage from 
earth to heaven. His indiſpoſitions would not 
admit of his ſpeaking much, but what he did 
ſay with reference to himſelf was very ſerious |: 
and humble. He profeſſed his firm belief of 
the doctrines he had preached to others; and 
was conſcious that he had ſincerely endeavoured 
to promote the glory of God and the good 
of ſouls, tho not without a mixture of hu- 
man weakneſs and infirmity. He had a fidu- 
cial truſt in the mercy of God through Chriſt, 
and deſired to lie at his foot repenting and 
believing, This is a moſt ſuitable and deſi- 
rable frame for the beſt of men in this im- 
perfect ſtate both to live and die in. He has 
now feniſbed his courſe, and God, I doubt nat, 
has made good to him the words of -... 
in both the branches of it. The ois by his 
death is very great, not only to us, but to 
the church of Chrift in general, We loſe 
much, whenever we loſe any good man out 
of our world, becauſe ſo much wiſdom, faith, 
and holineſs as he was poſſeſſed of, is loſt 3 
from among us, till God, by a freſh commu- 
nication to thoſe who ſurvive, is pleaſed to 
make up the loſs. What then do we loſe 
in loſing one that did partake of fo rich an 
unction? We ſhould be very earneſt in pray- 
er, that that God who has the reſidue of 
the ſpirit would make up the breach, by pour- 
mg in forth more plentifully both on miniſters 
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It has been our great happineſs in this 
congregation, that for theſe twenty-four years 
and upwards, in which he has been among 
us, we have lived in perfect love and friend- 
ſhip, harmony and concord. There have been 
no jarrings and diſcords, no contentions or 
diviſions between miniſters and people, or 
between one miniſter and another. We have 
mutually endeavoured to ſtrengthen each other's 
hands and heart, and to promote one another's 
uſefulneſs. I hope that love and unity will till 
continue, that ſo the God of all loye and peace 
may be with us and bleſs us. 


What now remains, but that we ſhould: 


reſign ourſelves to the ſame divine conduct, 
which he had experience of, both in our pri- 
vate capacity, as Chriſtians, and in our rela- 


tie one, as members of a chriſtian ſociety. 


If we are indeed ſenſible of our need of God's 
guidance, are heartily deſirous of it, and wil- 
ling to follow it, we may depend on his faith- 
fulneſs to his promiſe, that he will guide us 
with his counſel, and afterwards receiue us to 


glory. 
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